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Currently, outlook for surface
water uses dependent on
snowmelt from mountain

snowpack through mid-July
ranges from moderate to
very high




Potential for impacts from
drought to dryland farming and
livestock production at this time
ranges from low to moderate

east of the divide and
moderate to high west of the
Divide into mid-July
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Montana Drought Status by County - Aprit 2010
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Montana Drought Status by County - November, 2009
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RIVER INDEX & SWS VALUES surface water sug:g;!:! '“dex SRS

¥ Marss River above Tibes Ressnvor-3.3 - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRI NATURAL RESO

2 Tobanon River <32
3 Kootena FL Steeke to Litdy Dam i
4 Kooternat River heboves Libry Usolll 9

B Fisder River <31

B aak River 34

7 ioxihy FK. Pathemd River -2.4
B &ididte PR Flathems River 2.8
¥ Sogih FK Flathead River -8
12 Swean Roagr -84

13 Frathead River o Polson «3.45
14 Bdisglon Wity

15 Latie Bitterroat River

17 Blsckioot Ryver-3
18 Bitterroot River 5.6
268 Chark Fowks River Relow Bitterrmst R
21 tark Fork River telosw Flathead Rivee -
22 Beavemead River «G.§
23 Buby River 1
24 Bug Hede River -2 8
23 Bouider River {Jelfsrson) -1 8
28 Jeferson River -1.3
A7 Mmdisen River-2.8

iy 2.3
Biver aboveg Canyon Bery <26
Peet Tt Caryor: Ferry <33

34 Birchupuyer Croeks - 28§

38 ftanas River -2.F

38 Musseishel River 0.4

37 Miss River obve Foet Beok -1 &
35 thissour River betow Fort Pesk -1.8
33 MR River 158

30 Darborn River near Oraig -3.3

WSI) Values

CES CONSERVATION SERVICE

41 Yelowstone River abiove Livingston - 2.4
42 Shigkts River -1
£2 Boulder River {Yellowstone) -27 ol
44 Stittwater Bhver -5 % "
45 Raok/Red Lodge Oreeks -1 1

Charws Fork Biver .37 g
A7 Yelowstone River abowe Bighaon River -3 . =
48 Bighorn River bedow Bighom Lake 3.3 9 Wides s

45 Litie Bighorn & 24 e s CUf{eﬂt as of E:!N
ehvw Bighom Reesr -2 3 Aprd 1’ 2010

52 Powder River -1 8 [:j S

53 Lpper Judith River 2.2
NOTE: Data used to generate (8 N R( S 2
N N# T
- o

54 St Wary River 3 4
this map sre PROVISIONAL and .
SUBJECT 1O CHANGE. httpfﬂwww.mt.mcs.uxda,gcv

-Extremeiy Dry 4010 -3.0
Moderately Dry -2 910 -2.0

Moderately Wet 2 0t0 2.9
Extremely Wet 3.01t0 4.0
E]SWS! Not Applicable

lightty Dry -1.9 10 -1.0
ear Average -0.910 0.9
ightly Wet 1.0to0 1.9
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S May 1 Basin Outlook Report

Snow water content averages:
*Columbia Basin 68 percent
*Missouri Basin 71 percent
*Yellowstone Basin 68 percent

Although recent storms have improved the
summer streamflow outlook, streamflow
forecasts in most river basins remain
below to well below average.




—Streamtlow €

Assuming average precipitation May
through July streamflows forecasted:

* State-wide average 65 percent:
* West of Divide, average 62 percent:

* East of the Divide, average 66 percent.




* Topsoil moisture adequate
and surplus is 84 percent

* Subsoil moisture adequate
and surplus is 69 percent




* Range / pasture feed conditions

are at 37 percent good to
excellent;

* Winter wheat condition improved
from last week with 62 percent
good to excellent.
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U.S. Seasonal Drought Outlook
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period

e Valid May 6, 2010 - July 2010
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-Pre-Season AccasSIETT

Factors to consider
e Fall Moisture — Sep-Nov-Dec poor
e Snowpack — West — Poor; East — Good
* Spring Temps / Precip — Favorable
o July Temps - ?
e Convection - ?

Conclusion — Above average fire season
most likely by mid-early July.....




__—TForest Insect Infestati

* Dry climate conditions first six years of
decade cause of widespread mountain
bark beetle infestation as warm, stressed

conifers unable to defend against attacks
by forest insects;

e Since 2000, over 5 million acres of
Montana forests have incurred mortality
from the beetle, including approximately 2
million acres in 2009 alone.
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The End

Thank you

Drought.mt.gov




At this time, the potential for drought-like
conditions for surface water uses dependent on
snowmelt from mountain snowpack through
mid-July ranges from moderate to very high.
The potential for impacts from drought to
dryland farming and livestock production at this
time ranges from low to moderate east of the
divide and moderate to high west of the Divide
into mid-July.

At this time the Montana Governor’s Drought
Advisory Committee rates the potential for drought-
like conditions through mid-July to range from
moderate to very high for surface water
dependent uses.

The mid-term outlook (April-July) for grazing,
livestock water, and dryland crops across much of
the state east of the Divide at this time is fair to
good due to an unseasonably cool and moist winter
in the plains of Eastern Montana.




